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Membership Information

2019 AHCSD Board Members

Advertising Information

Special Staff

January Meeting... 

President- Howard Stark - hjsmentor@sbcglobal.net 619-519-4250
VP- Membership- Don Benke 619-778-1680 dgbenke@cox.net
Secretary- Deborah Durham- mauicaim@yahoo.com 619-9807441
Treasurer- Gary Stalker 858-668-7154 - ngstalker@sbcglobal.net
Activities Lou Galper-619-287-0626 - lgalper1@cox.net 
HH Editor-Warren Voth (619) 368-3895 - vothstir@aol.com

HEALEY HEARSAY is the official monthly publication of the 
AUSTIN HEALEY CLUB OF SAN DIEGO. Monthly members’ 
meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at 
6:30pm. The location varies, and is announced by email, in this 
newsletter, and on our web site, www.sdhealey.org .

Membership in the Austin Healey Club of San Diego is open to all 
owners of Austin Healey, Jensen Healey, or any other Healey ve-
hicles, and to anyone else who is interested in the Healey marque. 
Annual dues for the Austin Healey Club of San Diego are $30 per 
household. Visit our web site, www.sdhealey.org, or contact our 
Membership Coordinator, Don Benke 619-778-1680 dgbenke@
cox.net for details and an application.
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 Visit our web site at http://www.sdhealey.org

All advertising and articles for publication must be submitted to 
the editor no later than the 20th of each month for publication in 
the next month's issue. (vothstir@aol.com)

Classified Ads (Market Place) are free to members.  Classifieds 
for items wanted or small items for sale are free to nonmembers, 
too. Ads may be placed any time. Submit artwork and payment 
to the Treasurer. Annual display ad and monthly nonmember 
"Car For Sale" classified ad rates are as follows:

On The Cover:  The Club’s Holiday Party at the San Diego Auto-
motive Museum in Balboa Park.

CotY Recorder- Rick Snover- ricksnover@earthlink.net
Web Master- Rick Snover - sdhealey_admin@sdhealey.org
Delegate, Austin Healey Club of America- 
   Vacant - Contact any AHCSD board member
Representative, San Diego British Car Club Council-
    Alternates - Howard Stark and Don Benke 
Representatives, Car Club Council of Greater San Diego-
     Doc McAllister - robertmcallister1@cox.net  
     Udo Putzke - ah1103putzke@gmail.com

            Full page 8"x 10.5"........................   
            Half page 5"x 8"............................  
          Quarter page ...............................           
         Business card............................... 

               Non mem.- 1/4 pg. up to 3 mos.

          $ 150.00 per year    
          $ 100.00 per year      
          $ 75.00 per year
          $ 50.00 per year
          $50.00- 3 mos. 

Welcome to 2020! That was 
the easy part. The hard part will 
be all of us filling the new decade 
with meaning. As this is written 
before the first, I have yet to decide 
if I will salute the new year with 

my cannon. There will be plenty of fireworks from next 
door ( Sycuan Casino), so I may join them.

On a more somber note, Absolutely British will be 
closing shop. I never met Eric Grunden personally. I 

called on him, twice, when I 
was trying to figure out what 

was wrong with my clutch, 
a while back. He was very 

helpful, but mystified as I 
was.  Had I lived in the Santa Maria area, I would have 
been a customer. He recommended what I ended up 
doing. Best wishes on new adventures, Eric.

Absolutely British closing made me think of the follow-
ing...As our cars have been long out of print, a com-
mon complaint is the new parts to keep them running 
can be not as good as spares were, fifty years ago. And 
“parts and labor are too expensive”.

I know the quality issue from personal experience with 
repair parts, and I’m not a mechanic for a living. It’s 
easy to question the cost of repairs when you don’t 
know how long it took to fit a new part that won’t fit,  
and had to be reordered or re-machined, because it 
was manufactured out of spec. And it can be impos-
sible to guarantee a rebuild when, after a few miles, a 
valve stem breaks, the valve crown destroys the piston, 
which destroys the rod which destroys the crank., etc... 

It doesn’t take many of these to destroy the shop. So, 
who pays for this? With specialty shops closing, I think 
we had better figure out how to take better care of those 
remaining...

Wed,  January  8th @ 6:30 PM 
Kings Fish House

825 Camino De La Reina
Mission Valley  •  619-574 -1230
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From The President

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year!

This was a great year! It went by very quickly and we can’t seem slow down time. It waits for no one! Wish I could 
buy more time. That said, we are to looking forward at 2020 fun activities. Please look over our preliminary 
events calendar. Nothing is cast in stone and we would like to hear your ideas, your interests and suggestions 
and then discuss what we want to lock down, change or add to our 2020 calendar.

Next meeting is January 8th at King’s Fish House in Mission Valley. Come earlier if you would like some happy 
hour treats.
 
Lou sent out a notice to get together at the Shakespeare Pub, Tuesday December 31, for early celebration of New 
Year in Abingdon England, which will be at 4PM PST. Shakespeare British Pub is known for Fish and Chips, 
British food and spirits. It is suggested to get there around 2PM for seating.

Lou is currently planning our Sunday January 19th Hawk Watch event with suggested arriving around 9AM in 
Ramona. It is always a fascinating and an informative event.. Whether you drive your Healey or another car, 
don’t miss out on this experience. We’ll hope for mild weather. Lou will provide more details at our January 
meeting.

Again, I want to thank our departing Treasurer Gary Stalker for his great service over the past few years and 
welcome Sandy Leon who will take over as Treasurer in January and thank Debra Durham our Secretary for her 
service this year and welcome Lisa Mandell as Secretary in January 2020. Please remember to express your ap-
preciation for their generous service and welcome our new board members at our next meeting.The club needs 
a member to volunteer reproducing and mailing out hard copy newsletters to members that aren’t on line and 
our vendors monthly. It is a small list of about 20 or so for hard copy distribution. Please contact anyone of your 
board members if you are willing to complete this important monthly task. Thank you to all our members for 
your support and for your participation.

Our Holiday Party was wonderful and it was great seeing everyone. Thank you all for coming, helping to set up 
party decorations, tables, music, silent auction, picking up party supplies, plants, desserts and arranging this 
joyous ocassion. I would like to give special thanks to Ed Mathews for his Gift exchange Santa expertise and to 
Lynne Stark for her tireless Holiday Party coordination. Everyone was in great spirits and it was a wonderful 
Party.

See you in 2020.

Happy Holidays!

Howard Stark
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continued on page 8
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what the future brings....
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Activities

2019-2020 AHCSD      
ACTIVITIES CALENDER

December
• 31 New Year’s in Abingdon & Longbridge 2pm to 4pm – 
Shakespeare Pub 3701 India St, near airport; small celebra-
tion; RSVP for head count.

January
• 8 Monthly Meeting – Kings Fish House, Mission Valley,   
6:30 pm
• 19 Hawk Watch live program in Ramona meet at 9:30;at 
Begant Ranch for coffee. starts at 10am. See Hawks, Falcons 
and Owls, doing what they do. Great program. 
   
February
• 2 Super Bowl Party & Chili Cook-off – Host required
• 12 Monthly Meeting – MainSteam Bar & Grille, Poway, 
6:30 pm.
• 19	 Fairbanks Ranch Cars & Coffee & breakfast, 9:00 am, 
Fairbanks Ranch Country Club

March
• 11 Monthly Meeting –at Mimi’s Restaurant, Mira Mesa
Weekend Borrego Wildflower Drive, Lunch, possible over-
night trip
 • 21 Campo Train Ride

April
 • 8 Monthly Meeting
 • 26 La Jolla Concours 
 • T/C Rolling British Car Day – Register before the 
   deadline for a reduced rate) 
 • T/C Coronado Motorcars on Main Street-

May
•  3 Campo Train Ride	
• 13 Monthly Meeting, 6:30 pm 
• 17-21 California Healey Week; Lake Tahoe (Reserve soon)
 

Hawk Watch 2020, a free educational program held at Ra-
mona Grasslands each winter, will continue every Saturday 
— rain or shine in January and February.

Hosted by the Wildlife Research Institute headquartered in 
Julian, Hawk Watch is an opportunity to observe and learn 
about resident and wintering raptors. Among the birds of 
prey guests will see are the bald eagle, peregrine falcon, 
wintering ferruginous hawk, red-tailed hawk, prairie fal-
con and burrowing owl. Project Wildlife plans to bring a 
barn owl, great horned owl and western screech owl this 
Saturday and three Saturdays in February.

Hawk Watch will start promptly at 10 a.m. at the Begent 
Ranch, 18528 Highland Valley Road, and continue until 1 
p.m. Recommended arrival time is 9:30 a.m.

Begent Ranch offers plenty of parking, and coffee, tea, rolls 
and doughnuts will be available.

Institute biologists share their knowledge and expertise 
about the significance of the Ramona Grasslands ecosys-
tem to the raptors’ survival during Hawk Watch, and vis-
itors will have the opportunity to learn about the raptors 
and see them up-close.

Scopes will be available for all to use, but those attending 
may bring cameras and binoculars. Because seating is lim-
ited, guests are asked to bring a camp chair if they can. Lay-
ered clothing is advis

Begent Ranch is one mile west from the state Route 67/
Highland Valley Road intersection.

For large groups or more information, call 760-765-1957. 
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Santa Claus Came To town...

The Holidays can be when we only see friends we may only see once 
a year. And so it is with the Club. Once again, Lynne Stark made 
sure we had our yearly Holiday fun and fare. I want to recog-
nize thank Lynne for her efforts and to make sure hers is not 
a thankless job. Thanks Lynne, for steeping up to the plate so 
ours were filled with Holiday cheer.

Beckkers Catering did their usual outstanding buffet presen-
tation. Thanks for your attention to detail so we could have an 
afternoon of holiday frivolity.

This year, Ed Matheus was MC in his crazy Holiday suit that I 
wouldn’t have had the courage to wear. I’m grateful Ed is cra-
zier then me. Thanks Ed, for being a wacko...and keeping the 
gift exchange fun and fast moving.

What can I say about the venue. As I’ve said before, for us time trav-
elers, there’s the eternal  view of the museum below. I feel I’ve been 
coming here since the museum cars were new, and they’re always 
ready for my fantasy rumble. Louie Matar always greats me in his 
eternally moving, non stop, 1948 Cadillac that’s  still racing down 
the eternal highway to happiness... Happy Holiday Louie, I remem-
ber you since high school. Your Cad still looks great...Happy mo-
toring... The more we change, the more things stay the same...Best 
wishes for 2020...   

Beckkers Cater-
ing did their usual 
outstanding buf-
fet presentation. 
Thanks for your 
attention to detail 
so we could have 
an afternoon of 
holiday frivolity.

Above- Kevin, Alejandra, & DJ 
Schumacher. Alejandra takes  Dj 
to seriously check out the desert 
table.

Below- Gary Stalker checks out his gift while Gisela Putzke, Dave Grundies, 
Don Benke, Lou Galper, and Deborah Durham see if they’re interested.

Above- Gary Stalker gets his just deserts. Dave 
Grundies looks like he’s already had too many.

Claire Coombs shows off her 
Austin Healey pillow.



Holiday Party Gift Exchange
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This year, Ed Matheus 
was MC in his crazy 
Holiday suit. Thanks 
Ed for keeping the gift 
exchange fun and fast 
moving.

George Hurley cov-
ets his gift while Alice, 
Chic Linde, Donna Van 
Houghten, and Claire 
Coombs look on.

Left- Donna Van Houghton 
and her Healey pillow.

Above- Santa emeritus Udo  
Putzke and Gisela.Deborah Durham draws the Chula 

Vista-Opley board game.
Loreen Wilhelmy is all smiles 
with big wine bottle.

Above- Looks like Don Benke doesn’t want to 
give up his gift card to Gary or Udo.. 

The gull-wing Delorean eternally chasing Louie Matar’s non-stop Cadillac and 
support trailer, back to the future.
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...What’s New?... Still More Holiday Party

Left- Loreen & Roland Wilhelmy and 
Eric & Mary Ann Wolf. Below-Alice 
Hurley, Ed & Sandy Matheus, Deb-
by & Charles Sharp. 

Left- Dave Grun-
dies and Eric Wolf 
give Roland Wil-
helmy’s Bottle of 
Jim Beam the eye.

Deborah Durham & Lou Galper with 
Holiday smiles.



     What The Future Brings...
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December
• 31 New Year’s in Abingdon & Longbridge 2pm to 4pm 
– Shakespeare Pub 3701 India St, near airport; small cele-
bration; RSVP for head count.

January
• 8 Monthly Meeting – Kings Fish House, Mission Valley, 
6:30 pm
• 19 Hawk Watch in Ramona meet at 9:30 for coffee; starts 
at 10am. Great program. 
   
February
• 2 Super Bowl Party & Chili Cook-off – Host required
• 12 Monthly Meeting – MainSteam Bar & Grille, Poway
• 19	 Fairbanks Ranch Cars & Coffee & breakfast, 9 am 
Fairbanks Ranch Country Club

March
• 11 Monthly Meeting –at Mimi’s Restaurant, Mira Mesa
Weekend Borrego Wildflower Drive, Lunch, possible 
overnight trip

April
 • 8 Monthly Meeting, 6:30 pm
 • 26 La Jolla Concours 
 • T/C Rolling British Car Day – Register before the dead   
line for a reduced rate) 
 • Coronado Motorcars on Main Street-
 
May

•  3 Campo Train Ride	
• 13 Monthly Meeting, 6:30 pm 
• 17-21 California Healey Week; Lake Tahoe (Reserve 
soon)

	
June
•  Possible Del Mar Fair Healey’s at the Fair –Full Day- Call 
Lou in February if interested
• 10 Monthly Meeting, 6:30pm
• 16 Fathers Day Car Show at Belmont Park 
-- 	 Tech Session or driving event/lunch 
July
• 4 Fourth of July Celebration Party and Club Meeting- 
Club funded party
• 8 MOnthly Meeting, 6:30 pm
August
• 8 Breakfast on the Bay with Monthly Club Meeting- 
Breakfast may pre-empt our monthly meeting
• 12 Monthly Meeeting, 6:30 pm

September
• 6-11 	
• 9- Monthly Meeting- 
• 9- El Cajon Cruise British Invasion
• 19-Tech Session or driving event/lunch

October
• 14- Monthly Meeting-Meeting may be During or After 
British Car Day.
• 12- British Car Day
• Ocktoberfest Warren Voth’s home

Participation at club events, tech sessions, drives and gath-
erings are understood to be voluntary and at your own risk. 
AHCSD Board members, AHCA and affiliate clubs repre-
sentatives or members are not liable for outcomes resulting 

• 2019-2020 AHCSD ACTIVITIES CALENDER •

Sanford M. Leon
      

     Certified Public Accountant

2322 Lucerne Drive          Phone (619) 990-8728
San Diego, CA 92106       Fax (619) 436-2421   

(619) 298-5278 
              foreignspeedoinc.com



      1437 Pioneer Way, El Cajon, CA 92020
               Phone/Fax 619-447-0025
           By Appointment Only- Randall Zoller Proprietor

Heritage Motorsports

• Parts, Repairs
• Award Winning Restorations
• High Performance Engineering
• Specializing in Austin-Healey, Triumph, TVR

British Automobiles

We are the largest Moss Motors Distributer in Southern
    California And Offer a 15% Discount On All Orders.

                           Please visit our website at: 
www.randy@britishheritagemotorsports.com 
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...What’s New?... Support Our Advetisers

 

PPuuttzzkkee’’ss  “FAHRSPASS” 

Front and rear, with brackets and all hardware. 
Bolt-on, no frame modifications required. 

Polyurethane bushings                        
For all Healeys, front lower and upper suspension, rear 
leaf spring eye, Sway-bar link. Individually available. 
Check our web page for prices. 

Electronic Ignition for all 4- and 6-cylinder Healey’s. 
$109 for positive ground.     $96 for negative ground. 

NEW Rear spring Anti twist shock kit for the  
AH 100-4 to BJ7 $449 

Car Bra, custom made for BN1 to BJ8 + 
Bugeye Sprite.                
Black $299   

Plastic Knock-off Hammer.  $75           
No more dents or scratch on your Wing nuts. 

The one and only 

USA Phone: 858-486-3870                                          
Cell Phone: 760 315 3592                                                
E-mail:ah1103putzke@Gmail.com          
www.putzkes-fahrspass.com 

Drive your HEALEY safer and with more confidence! 

For more details, prices and pictures, please visit: 
www.putzkes-fahrspass.com  

     Club discount on order of three or more shock kits. 

Big Healeys  $ 1049 / $ 1099 (BJ8 Ph2)         

Bugeye Sprite $ 590                      
Jensen-Healey $ 499 (2 front & 2 rear shocks) 

Shock absorber conversion Kit for: 
FOREIGN SPEEDO, INC.
COMPLETE SPEEDOMETER &TACHOMETER REPAIR.

FOREIGN, DOMESTIC & TRUCK
CALABRATIONS* FREE ESTIMATES

2246 1/2 UNIVERSITY AVE
SAN DIEGO, CA. 92104

(619) 298-5278 
              foreignspeedoinc.com
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2019
Car of the Year (CotY) Award

            Howard & Lynne Stark

... 2019 CotY Award Winners



P.O. Box 17101
San Diego CA 92117

• Christmas Party •
• San Diego Automotive Museum •

 Balboa Park
Saturday, Dec. 14th, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Don’t forget a gift for the Gift Exchange.

Wed,  January  8th @ 6:30 PM 
Kings Fish House

825 Camino De La Reina
Mission Valley  •  619-574 -1230


